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Greetings,
Do you remember the excitement of your first days
on campus each fall? Whether the train brought
you to Wilson, or you rolled up with the family car
packed full of belongings, or you flew in from afar
without knowing another soul, you arrived, and I hope that some part of you never fully
left. With the opening of a new academic year, there’s a palpable energy that permeates
the campus community, and I want to remind you of it and connect you to it.
With the beginning of this new year, we are proud to introduce the new Barton magazine.
Inside these pages, you will find articles that share how Barton College navigated
COVID, celebrated academic and athletic successes, launched the first full football season
in the stadium, and opened new portals for sharing Barton’s story through video and
podcasts. The College successfully completed its five-year Barton Bold strategic plan and
introduced the new Barton Bold and Connected plan that will guide our work for the
next five years.

Dr. Rodney A. Werline

In 2020, the Center for Religious
Studies at Barton College launched
“At the Center Resource Series”
recorded by Dr. Rodney A. Werline,
Dean of Howard Chapel, Director
of the Center for Religious Studies,
and the Marie and Leman Barnhill
Endowed Chair of Religious
Studies.

Homecoming 2021 brought record numbers of alumni back to campus for a reimagined
weekend that included an outdoor concert at the Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park on
Friday evening and reunions and athletic contests on Saturday, including an incredible
football win. Distinguished alumni were celebrated this past spring and a new School
of Nursing Hall of Fame welcomed inaugural inductees as we also recognized the 50th
anniversary of the Nursing program.

Dr. Werline has begun two initial
series: “Light of Life Interviews” and
“Three-Minute Thoughts.” Visit
https://www.barton.edu/centerfor-religious-studies/at-the-center/
to hear a variety of voices sharing
their thoughts on a wide selection
of topics.

While enjoying these articles, remember all you loved about your own experience and
link with what's happening today. There is much ahead for Barton, and we hope you will
choose to join us on the journey — you are a part of our future.

Take a moment to listen to these
engaging conversations, you'll be
glad you did.

With the excitement of your first days and the pride of those that followed, I invite you
home anytime — within the pages of this magazine, the memories in your mind, and on
the campus that awaits your next visit.
Best,

Douglas N. Searcy, Ph.D.
President
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BULLDOG FOOTBALL
Barton Brings Back Football In A Wonderful, Winning Way
by Russell Rawlings

W

as Chip Hester simply poor-mouthing the old sportwriter, or did the Barton College football coach truly believe his Bulldogs were in
for a long night as they prepared to face the eighth-ranked team in the country from Wingate University? To a certain extent he was
right – it was a long night. The game required overtime, the result of which was a signature 26-20 Barton victory over one of the
nation’s top NCAA Division II football programs.
Students, players, family, and friends, stormed the field afterward, relishing in the moment. No one wanted to leave, and for many, the
evening of October 16, 2021, will resonate for decades to come. It was an outcome few had expected, and best of all, it was not the only highlight
from a remarkable season perfectly punctuated with a winning record.
Let’s hear from a few of our fellow alumni who enjoyed the journey, and a couple of people who made it possible.
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Gilbert Ferrell (Class of 1954) was a member of the former
Atlantic Christian College’s last team in 1950. The longtime high
school baseball coach and athletic director recalls an opening day
far different from the one Barton College experienced in 2021.
“We were playing Elon and our uniforms had not come in,”
Gilbert said. “We borrowed some old uniforms from Carolina,
and they gave me Art Weiner’s uniform.” Ferrell said his lifelong
friend from Wilson, Lee Gliarmis of Dick’s Hot Dog Stand fame,
was at the game. “He could not stop laughing.”
And, rightfully so. The thought of Ferrell trying to fill the
uniform of the UNC All-American would invoke laughter from
the closest of friends. Weiner stood 6-3 and weighed a muscular
215 pounds, thereby overshadowing the slightly built Ferrell, who
nonetheless gave it his all in a losing effort. The Bulldogs lost all
but two of their games in 1950, as the late Dr. Jerry MacLean
noted in “Barton College: Our Century,” prompting the College
to drop the sport only five years after bringing it back following
World War II.
Fast forward seven decades, and Barton College is preparing to
celebrate what turns out to be the largest homecoming in school
history. As one of only two surviving members from the last team,
Ferrell returns to a hero’s welcome as the honorary captain for
Barton’s game with Bluefield State.
“It was a nice honor,” Gilbert said. “I never saw that campus so
crowded with people and everybody having a good time. It was
just a really good day, and everybody enjoyed it. We got treated
like royalty.”

“I went to all of the home games,” Jennifer beams. “It was
amazing. I had not been back to Barton for 15 years. When I
came back, the first changes I noticed were the East Campus
Suites. Then
................................................................................
coming
down to the
school and 							“It is about faith,
watching
							it’s about family,
the stadium
being built, 							it’s about education
seeing the
							and it’s about football”
lights going
................................................................................
up and
coming into
the Bell Tower Circle.
“And then getting there and seeing the football team walking
through the campus, it was like ‘oh my goodness, this is real, this
is really happening.’ I am not going to lie – I might have had a
tear or two the first time I saw him walk through in that uniform.
Then getting on the field and hearing his name called over the
loudspeaker – that was icing on the cake.”
Jennifer has the distinction of twice being part of Barton
history. She was a sophomore at the former Atlantic Christian
College when it became Barton College on September 6, 1990,
and three decades later, she is a proud parent of a member of the
newly reinstated football program.
“It has really been rewarding and exciting,” Jennifer said.

Tailgating is a work in progress, which we mastered by season’s end.
We found the perfect parking spot, replete with family, friends, and
festive music. There are too many stars to mention and too many special
moments, but standing there on opening day listening to Allan Daniell
and Rhine Sharp talk about their fathers and what this moment would
have meant to them, it’s impossible not to get a little emotional about
this special place and the impact it has had on our lives.

“When we used to come back for homecoming, the sorority
would meet in Hardy Alumni Hall or at some restaurant, but
there really weren’t a lot of places to sit and hang out on campus.
Then this year, we had the tents and a place to hang out and the
crowd – there is just something about a homecoming football
game. You could feel it in the air.”

Jennifer Bennett Long (Class of 1993) was at the homecoming
game. Their son, Finn, is a member of the football team from
North Stokes High School and was part of the first signing class.
It is a special class in that these young men signed on to play for a
team that would only practice for a year, not to mention the added
delay brought about by the pandemic.

The preacher, Rev. Carl Frazier (Class of 1980), is anxious to share
a story on the morning of September 12. Barton College is fresh off its
first win, a 38-25 victory over Erskine College, in a game played in
Due West, S.C. And, it is just that – due west – but Carl is pleased
to report that he and his father, Dr. Robert Frazier (Class of 1953),
watched the game via livestream and cheered as if they were sitting on
the front row at the 50-yard line.
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Eddie Gwaltney (Class of 1969) watched as Electric Supply
Company Field at Truist Stadium rose from the ground. He
came by every day, and, along with his wife Sally Gwaltney
(Class of 1974), is a fixture at home games. As a former football
coach, he can appreciate what Coach Hester and his staff have
accomplished in bringing football back to Barton College. As a
former alumni director at Atlantic Christian College, he knows
all too well what an investment of this nature means to the
College.
“Total excitement,” is Eddie’s reaction to the winning season.
“The people I have talked to realize what a season they had.
Talking to Coach Hester before the season began, nobody was
expecting miracles – winning a game or two would be fantastic –
and I was in total agreement. And then, I talked to the defensive
coordinator (Treiston Burnette) one day at practice, and he said,
‘Coach, I want to win right now!’ What they did this year was
really phenomenal. The coaches did a great job getting them
ready and playing. And, they could have easily been 8-3!
“Having a football team just adds so much to the school. It
really does. When we go over to the BC Bistro to get a burger or
a pizza, or drop by the bookstore, everybody is excited. Pumped
up. And, Dr. Searcy has a lot to do with that. He is always up and
always positive.”
Soc Gliarmis (Class of 1984) concurs. “People in Wilson love
Doug Searcy, and they love Chip Hester,” Soc said. “They get out
into the community and people love that.”
As the oldest son of the aforementioned Lee Gliarmis, Soc
shares his late father’s perspective of watching Wilson grow and
prosper from behind the counter of Dick’s Hot Dog Stand. He
also enjoys the unique game day experience of seeing Wilson
through the eyes of visiting fans.
“It is really cool because you have the visiting team’s parents
and fans coming into the store,” Soc said. “A group came in with
their Wingate sweatshirts on, and I told them, ‘I would like to
wish you good luck, but I can’t!’ And then, people come in with
their Barton stuff on, it was neat.”
Saturdays take on an entirely different vibe whenever Barton is
playing at home.
“Without a doubt,” Soc said. “We especially noticed it when
the games were at 2 or 4 in the afternoon. And people really got
into tailgating over there, even those from out of town. You could
just about tell who was going to the game even if they did not
have their college’s sweatshirt on.”
There are not many fraternities that can boast of the tradition
Alpha Sigma Phi has established through its David Lee Sledge Nags
Head Reunion, an event which now spans five decades. Nor can they
count the college president among their regular attendees. But Gamma
Lambda Chapter proudly welcomes Doug Searcy to the Cavalier
Motel every year, and when he talks about the College and its football
program, it’s easy to see why the campus and the community are so
excited about what is taking place in Wilson.
Dr. Douglas N. Searcy became president of Barton College in
2016. Shortly thereafter – “probably within the first year and a
half of being on campus” – he says he started thinking about what
a football program would mean to this campus and community.
His vision was driven by three fundamental elements, all of
which serve to answer the question as to why bring football back
at Barton College.
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One is the theme of campus vibrancy.
“What could we do,” Searcy said, “to continue to increase the
engagement and add excitement to campus life? For our students,
faculty and staff, but particularly for our students, how can we
add something to increase the engagement and participation on
campus?”
Second, will football strengthen the College’s financial position?
“And this is a resounding yes,” Searcy said. “The proforma
and the modeling for football have proven to be a significant
financial contributor to the College, and its return on investment
is extremely positive.”
Third, Searcy concluded, is the mission of the College.
“And, quite honestly, of all of the three components, to me that
is the one that is most important,” Searcy said. “Our mission is
the most important and fundamental component of anything that
you add to the campus. Does it increase the student experience?
Will more people be able to come to campus who may not have
had an opportunity to gain an education otherwise?”
Looking back
.......................................................................
on the season and
the semester in
“The students and the program
which it transpired,
have just been phenomenal. They
Searcy says he
have been excellent citizens,
is tremendously
pleased with the
contributing members and
results, both on
learners in the classroom, and
and off the field.
they have been a fine addition
“Hindsight
is 20/20, but in
to our campus community.
this case, I don’t
For those reasons, I would not
know that I would
change anything. change a thing.”
Sometimes you
........................................................................
would, but in this
case, I don’t think
so. I am ultimately pleased with the College, with our approach,
and with football in terms of the way our students performed
both on the field and off.
“I am pleased with the community engagement and
ultimately – the most important outcome – I am very pleased
with the students. The students and the program have just been
phenomenal. They have been excellent citizens, contributing
members and learners in the classroom, and they have been a fine
addition to our campus community. For those reasons, I would
not change a thing.”

And, what about Homecoming?
“I don’t think you can put it into words, quite frankly,” Searcy
said. “And, that is a note for our readers – if you were not able to
attend, you should be here this year. Because the energy and the
enthusiasm was palatable. You could feel it, and you could sense it
in the air. Everything from our students participating in tailgating
and the activities of the day that were so enjoyable to them to our
50-year class reunion of a great group that returned, one of which
came all the way from Wyoming, to be here.
“And, to take it even further, Gilbert Ferrell was there
representing our 1950 team. To have all of those folks on campus,
and then to have the success we had that day, winning 62-7.
It was a joyous day and certainly the performance on the field
was phenomenal. But more so, the most important part was our
alumni and friends being back together and experiencing the
vitality of the campus and wanting to be a part of it.”
Much like the game of football, there are many moving parts
involved in getting a program off the ground. The faculty and staff
committees provided countless hours of research and review, which in
turn enabled the Barton College Board of Trustees to reach a sound
decision to bring back football with a unanimous vote. The president,
the athletic director, virtually every office and individual on campus,
has a hand in the construction of the beautiful stadium and the
successful launch of the program. And, with a name straight out of
central casting, Chip Hester proves to be the perfect person to coach
Barton College’s new football team.
“The idea of it was intriguing to me, and the challenge of it
was intriguing to me,” said Hester, a 20-year coaching veteran
who was serving as offensive coordinator at North Carolina A&T
State University when he signed on to lead the Bulldogs in 2018.
“I was coming from a good situation at A&T. I was having fun
and enjoying what I was doing and who I was doing it with.”
Coaching connections brought Hester together with Athletic
Director Todd Wilkinson, which in turn led to conversations with
the college president.
“I was intrigued, but once I got on campus and talked with Dr.
Searcy and heard his energy and heard his vision, that is when
I got excited about it. There were times when I went, ‘what in
the world were you thinking,’ because it had been a challenge,
especially with Covid and all of the hurdles that entailed, but
it has been a lot of fun. We’ve got some great young people we
have been working with who have become pretty tight knit. The
administration has had good energy, and there has been good
direction. We’ve got a long way to go, but I think when it is all
said and done and you look at it, I think most folks would say it
has gone pretty well.”
Assessing the team’s winning record in the fall of 2021, Hester
comes across as neither shocked nor satisfied. Perhaps the best
way to describe it would be pleasantly surprised.
“I knew we had some talented guys, and we’ve got some smart
coaches, but to put it all together and win more than we lost was a
huge accomplishment for our players and how locked in they were
and how dedicated they were,” Hester said. “We always talk about
trying to be best version of ourselves. We talked about that over
and over, and we came close to pulling that off.
“You look back and think we could have won one or two more,
but we easily could have lost one or two more. In the end, we
accomplished the fact that we were about as good a version of
ourselves as we could have been considering the youth and the

inexperience together. The coach in me knows that we can get
better, and we need to get better to compete on a regular basis.
Going into this year, we are not going to sneak up on anybody,
and there is going to be film to study on us, so we’ve got to
continue to try to get better. But a really solid foundation has
been laid.”
It is a foundation firmly rooted in the mission of the institution
and solidified through the priorities Hester has established for his
players and coaches.
“It is about faith, it’s about family, it’s about education, and
it’s about football,” Hester said. “Those priorities and those
values synch well with this College, and what we are trying to
do is develop people, and I think this College provides a great
opportunity for us to do this.
“I was struck at the Hall of Fame induction ceremony when
K. D. Kennedy got emotional about the mission and why he
gives to the College – to give young people the opportunity who
otherwise might not have had the opportunity to go to college.
That is a pretty special cause, and we have a lot of guys who will
be the first ones from their families to go to college. It is a very
unique opportunity we have to make a difference in young people,
and that makes it rewarding, and then to have some success and
win a couple of ballgames, that’s icing on the cake.”
Far from the roar of the Homecoming crowd, on a gray and dreary
November day in the mountains of southwestern Virginia, Barton
College completed its winning season with a 36-24 victory over the
University of Virginia at Wise. The Bulldogs played their hearts out.
No matter the season, no matter the sport, the Bulldogs
always do.
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THE DESTINY OF
BARTON’S IMPACT
A Legacy to Serve Future Generations of Bulldogs Through
Barton’s Largest Deferred Estate Gift
by Kathy Daughety

Two words,

“It’s you,”

shared simultaneously.

A

lmost daily, for two years, they noticed each other while
their cars crisscrossed a Forest Hills Road intersection, but
never a word was shared between them. Over those many
months, a fleeting glance evolved into a friendly wave. Then, one night
at Reuben’s (a popular college student nightspot in the 1970s), Ken
Elliott walked up that creaky wooden staircase and stepped into the
doorway, only to find Jane Strickland staring back at him. That fateful
two-word greeting shared on a warm summer evening proved to be the
beginning of a decades-long relationship – one that has weathered all
the challenges and opportunities that come with school and marriage
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and career, but always with a love that has
never wavered. And, as it turns out, Barton
College had a big part to play in their
successes along the way.
Barton alumni Jane and Ken Elliott
are quick to admit their first face-to-face
meeting must have been destined. Perhaps
the stars were aligned for them to find
their way into each other’s lives, but even
they could not have predicted the impact
Barton College (then Atlantic Christian
College) would play in their storied
journey together.
Ken’s college experience began
at A.C.C. after high school. After
completing one year at A.C., he
transferred to East Carolina University
to pursue a biology/pre-med degree.
Jane began her college career at Peace
College (now William Peace University),
but soon transferred to A.C., majoring
in sociology with a concentration in
social work. She remained at A.C. from
1979-1982. And, when it came time to
choose an internship, she was offered two
choices: Dorothea Dix Hospital or Cherry
Hospital. Because of her young age, her
dad opposed both options, and, as a result,
Jane made the decision to step back from
college studies for awhile and find a job.
At this point, it’s helpful to know that
Ken had known Jane’s dad longer than he
had known Jane. Mr. Strickland, a Wilson
businessman, often went to Parker’s
Barbecue to meet business friends for
a cup of coffee and some conversation
between the crowds. It was at Parker’s,
where Ken worked after school, that he
first met Mr. Strickland who became a
mentor and confidante of Ken’s during
his late teen and early adult years. Mr.
Strickland had no idea that Ken knew his
daughter Jane, and Ken did not know Mr.
Strickland was Jane’s dad. So, to say that
Mr. Strickland was taken aback, when he
found Ken in his living room one evening
to pick up Jane for their first date, would
be an understatement.
Moving forward in the journey, Ken
was two years into his studies at ECU
when he contracted spinal meningitis,
and circumstances with his family were
not conducive for their caring for him.
So, when Ken was released from the
hospital, it was Jane’s dad who insisted
that Ken stay with the Strickland family
until he recovered. During that extensive
recovery period, Ken did a great deal of
soul searching with Jane, and they began
to make plans. Ken decided to enlist
in the U.S. Navy in May 1984, and, in

September of that same year, he and Jane shared another twoword sentence. “I do.”
Upon Ken’s and her mom’s encouragement, Jane went back
to school. She completed an accounting degree at Wilson
Community College and worked for S.T. Wooten for a number
of years. Meanwhile, Ken served in the U.S. Navy for close to six
years. Having a high aptitude for advanced electronics, electrical
engineering became his focus aboard U.S. Navy destroyers. He
also served in a number of search and rescue operations, and it
was during a rescue mission in Argentina that he suffered a hip
injury during a bad jump. That soon ended his naval career.
Returning home to Wilson, Ken found his next career chapter
beginning in the pharmaceutical industry with Granutec, Inc.
in the early 1990s. After a couple of job changes, he eventually
landed at Merck and Company. Yet, hip replacement surgery
in 2004 required Ken to reconsider his career path again, as
the Vocational Rehabilitation program through the Veterans
Administration Department encouraged him to return to college
and complete his degree. While still employed with Merck and
with the V.A. covering the tuition costs, Ken chose to return to
Barton through the Lifelong Education program (now Graduate
& Professional Studies) where he completed his Bachelor
of Science degree in Business Administration. His Barton
degree opened new opportunities for Ken at Merck and had a
tremendous impact on his life perspective.
“Because of my Barton experience, I gained a greater
appreciation for education,” Ken shared. “Doors were opened
for me at Merck to work with a diverse group of people from
around the world. I remember a religion class with Dr. Coleman
Markham, as well as a music class I took later on, both of which
helped me to become more aware of the cultural differences
around the world and to embrace those differences, with an
appreciation and respect for what all people bring to the table
when we work together. A Barton degree truly has a global
impact.”
Ken noted how Ron Eggers’ teaching style in class provided a
welcomed balance of textbook theory and practical applications,
and how Rena Corbett’s corporate experience complemented
her classroom lectures, providing real world scenarios for
discussion. “Every class I took at Barton has influenced my life
either personally or professionally,” he added. “I truly developed
a significant cultural understanding from a global perspective
because of my classes and the influence of my professors, and that
has served me well in my various roles at Merck.”
While Ken pursued a career in the pharmaceutical industry,
Jane was ready for a change as well. In 2002, she returned at
Barton to complete her social work degree. She had barely settled
into her classes, when her mom was in a near fatal car accident
and her dad had some serious surgery of his own, soon followed
by a heart attack. Jane withdrew from classes to care for her
parents. Unfortunately, her dad passed away several months later,
and she eventually went back to work, putting college on hold
once again.
Yet, in January 2010, Jane found herself back on Barton’s
campus meeting with Dr. Barbara Conklin. And, as destiny
would have it, the social work rotation that spring semester lined
up perfectly for Jane to enter into the Social Work program as
a third-year social work major. Reflecting on her experience,
Jane noted, “Barbara Conklin was so instrumental in helping me
get back into the program, and Trinette Boone-Langley had a
tremendous influence on my understanding of diversity in culture.

Kim Talbot, who encouraged the development of my writing
skills, had no idea how important that skill would prove to be
when I began writing grants. And, of course, Dan Shingleton,
whom I knew throughout my A.C./Barton experience, was truly a
favorite professor. I saved every notebook from his classes.”
Jane graduated in August 2011 with her long-awaited Bachelor
of Social Work degree. With assistance from former Barton
College trustee Ken Jones, she secured an internship at the
Wilson OIC (Opportunities Industrialization Center), a nonprofit community-based organization that serves to meet the
needs of economically disadvantaged individuals throughout the
community. The internship turned into a job after graduation.
She worked at the OIC until 2013, when she became a grant
writer for Wilson Community College and later accepted the
assistant director of institutional advancement role. However,
Jane’s long hours at W.C.C. eventually prompted her husband
to encourage her to work for him instead. This new opportunity
provided interesting work, time for volunteer commitments, and
the coveted “time together” they both desired. With bags packed
and boxes sealed, they sold their Wilson home and moved to
Leland (just outside of Wilmington) to work remotely and live
year-round.
In recent years, the Elliotts have made significant decisions
regarding their estate plans. And, Barton College, having been a
central thread woven throughout their lives, is destined to become
a part of the Elliotts’ legacy.
Ken reflected on a message he remembered Ron Eggers sharing
with senior business majors prior to graduation. Summarizing the
conversation, Ken noted, “Mr. Eggers
‘You spend a
told us that our education at Barton
was a privilege and a burden at the
third of your life
same time. It was a privilege because
learning, a third of
we had been enlightened; we had been
your life earning,
able to expand our minds. And, it was
and a third of your
a burden because those who had not
had this additional education may not life giving.’
be able to see life from as broadened a
perspective as we would. He said we had a responsibility to share
this enlightenment with others.” Ken has tried to live out that
responsibility every day.
Ken added, “Another distinctive influence in my life was my
maternal grandfather, a Clemson graduate and a successful
businessman, who always promoted the importance of education
and invested in improving the lives of others. He taught me this
axiom, ‘You spend a third of your life learning, a third of your life
earning, and a third of your life giving.’ Well, now, Jane and I want
to invest in the future of Barton College for generations to come.”
And, that’s just what they have done. Ken and Jane Elliott’s
estate gift is the largest deferred estate commitment to date
in the history of Barton College. Their gift will provide future
endowments for the School of Business, the Social Work
program, the School of Nursing, and the School of Visual,
Performing, and Communication Arts. When asked, the Elliotts
agreed to share their story because they hope other alumni will
be moved to make gifts to Barton and/or include Barton in their
own estate plans.
The Barton Experience impacts the lives of alumni in as
many ways as there have been students enrolled. However, when
these talented alumni take their Barton Experience and apply
lessons learned, it remains to be seen how far and wide Barton’s
centrifugal influence will impact the lives of others.
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BARTON AND THE
COVID EXPERIENCE
by Dr. Kevin Pennington

I was at a meeting of Pre-Med advisors in Winston-Salem
in late February 2020. Normally, lunch conversations focused
on students we supported on their way to medical, dental,
and veterinary school. The lunch topic that day, though, kept
circling back to the creeping spread of COVID-19, with all of us
wondering if we were seeing the start of a pandemic and how this
virus would impact our students. The North Carolina colleges and
universities represented at that meeting were anxious about the
possibility of pausing classes and worried about their readiness for
putting courses online.
I spent much of the drive back to Wilson on memory lane
thinking back on immunology, virology, and epidemiology
lectures. All those references about the 1919 influenza pandemic
in the paper I wrote for my undergraduate research with influenza
suddenly seemed a bit too relevant. I thought, too, about my
colleagues at Barton who had experience teaching online and
what, if anything, I knew about what they were successfully doing
through this teaching format. On the off chance that Barton
College had to shift to a few weeks of online classes, what did I
need to learn and what resources did we have in place (or could
quickly get into place) that would enable our students to be
successful?
Flash forward to today. Having successfully traversed two+
years of a global pandemic to date, it’s appropriate that we
look back and assess how we have navigated the challenges of
COVID-19. And, we have navigated well those challenges. The
virus did force us to pause classes for a short time in March
2020. We used that time to reimagine the campus so that
we could best serve the students. And, the first step in
doing so was to affirm the values of Barton College,
our mission, and our commitment to our students and
each other. I’m proud of that work and humbled by
the resourcefulness, creativity, and commitment that
enabled us to successfully complete the spring 2020
semester online. We were able to come back together
in person as a campus community in August 2020.
And, we’ve been able to stay in-seat in the classrooms
since that time.
We believe that we learn best together. And, to be
together, we required masks indoors and enforced social
distancing in all of the classrooms. That meant looking at
the size of each classroom and determining new maximum
occupancies, followed by a team of staff and faculty volunteers
moving tables and chairs out of classrooms and into storage.
Social distancing meant identifying new and larger learning
spaces on campus. For two years, we used Hardy Alumni Hall
to house the highest course enrollments such as the Senior
Nursing courses, Anatomy, Biology, and Microbiology classes.
The Roma Hackney Music Building’s Band Room was claimed
as a classroom space, as was Howard Chapel and the Bridgestone
Americas Atrium of the Kennedy Family Theatre. The Willis N.
Hackney Library’s Learning Commons became the new home of
the Quantitative Reasoning math courses. Art classes extended
beyond their assigned classrooms and into the hallways and
galleries of the Case Art Building. Classes were also held in the
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Hamlin Student Center Theater. Perhaps my favorite adjustment
was taking out the wall separating Hines Hall rooms 102 and
103 to create a new, larger Business classroom affectionately, if
unofficially, referred to as “MegaRoom.”
We worked swiftly to move the majority of fall 2020 classes
to new classrooms that better fit the enrollment numbers. For
example, as the Anatomy classes were forced to move into Hardy
Alumni Hall from the Kneten Science Auditorium in Moye
Science Hall, the science auditorium then became free for the
religion, psychology, and history classes that no longer fit in Hines
Hall, as a result of new social distance guidelines. To successfully
embrace these new learning spaces required new equipment that
the College either had in place elsewhere and moved or acquired
in the early days of the pandemic.
We tell our students that “they have a place at our table,”
evoking the image of a family whose members are there to
support one another. The ongoing work to have a safe campus
and navigate the pandemic very much exemplified that image.
The Lee Student Health Center, for example, created testing
protocols and hosted vaccination drives. They also worked
hand-in-hand with the Office of Residence Life to implement
quarantine guidelines. Jennifer High, executive director of student
health services, and her team were and continue to be amazing to
collaborate with and are a big reason that the College has been
able to stay in-person on campus since August 2020. The Hamlin
Culinary Center and our partners at AVI Fresh were also a big
part of that success, as they quickly regrouped to accommodate a
dining experience that responded to the pandemic challenges.
I’m thankful for the faculty who opted to move some of their
classes online in order to free classroom spaces on campus. That
move was truly a team effort, facilitated by new additions to
the learning management system, faculty
workshops, and “how to” videos shared
through the Center for Excellence in
Teaching and Learning. I’m also
grateful for the Registrar’s Office
as registrar Sheila Milne and
her team responded to more
than 400 requests from me to
move classes to new spaces,
to change the enrollment cap
on courses, and to update
the delivery format for other
courses.
At the beginning of spring
semester 2022, the omicron variant
reared its ugly head and forced
colleges and universities across the U.S. to
look even closer at their COVID-19 response.
We found ourselves again in an evolving situation — a situation
successfully navigated once again. As new variants emerge,
new challenges also arise, as we continue to learn more about
COVID-19. But I am certain that Barton College will meet
these challenges with a confidence borne from our perseverance,
creativity, dedication, and commitment that our Barton
community has already demonstrated.
Dr. Kevin N. Pennington, vice president for academic affairs, holds a doctoral degree in Immunology
from the Mayo Clinic Graduate School, and completed a post-doctoral fellowship at Vanderbilt
University. His previous work at the Environmental Protection Agency focused on developing a mouseadapted influenza model to study pulmonary immunology, while his work at Burroughs-Wellcome
Company focused on HIV drug development. He is the former associate provost and dean of the School
of Sciences at Barton College.

Educating the Frontline of Healthcare
by Kathy Daughety

T

o be a nurse is a frontline healthcare calling, a truth never
more evident than during the past two+ years with the
COVID-19 pandemic. And, Barton College takes great
pride in educating these awe-inspiring frontline professionals for
52 years and counting.
In fact, the College owes a debt of gratitude to the late Dr.
J.P. Tyndall, professor emeritus of biology, for trailblazing a path
for nursing on campus. In the December 1992 issue of “Barton
Scope,” then editor Russell Rawlings wrote an article about
Dr. Tyndall where he noted, “Before there even was a nursing
department, Dr. Tyndall conducted a feasibility study for the
College and later immersed himself in North Carolina League of
Nursing, helping the College move into the forefront of nursing
education statewide.” Dr. Tyndall was a former state president
for the North Carolina League of Nursing, and he also served
on the executive committee of the Council of Baccalaureate and
Higher Degree Programs for Nursing for the National League of
Nursing.
“In 1965, the American Nurses Association said the entry into
professional nursing proactively should be at the bachelor’s degree
level,” explained Dr. Sharon Shepard, dean of the School of
Nursing at Barton College. “Evidence had come out of numerous
studies that nurses, with a minimum bachelor’s degree level of
education, had better patient outcome success. That’s where the
movement began to transition from hospital-administered L.P.N.

..................................................................................................

“The mission of Barton’s School of
Nursing is to prepare graduates to
function in present and emerging roles as
collaborative members of interdisciplinary
health care teams.”
..................................................................................................

and R.N. nursing education programs to nursing baccalaureate
degree programs at academic colleges and universities.”
Dr. Tyndall understood what that transition meant and
embraced the opportunity for then Atlantic Christian College to
become a leader in that movement. The College’s official history
book, “Barton College: Our Century” by the late Dr. William
Jerry MacLean, Professor Emeritus of History, notes that
following a two-year study led by Dr. Tyndall and aided by college
officials and representatives of medical boards and hospitals in
Wilson and surrounding counties, the Board of Trustees approved
the College’s 12th academic major, a baccalaureate degree nursing
program in February 1970. Dr. MacLean wrote, “In September
[1970], the school’s first nursing majors joined chairman Laura W.
Thigpen, professor Mary S. Steele, and adjunct professors Henry
D. Haberyan, Jr., and Robert P. Hadley in launching the new
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program. Tyndall, chairman of the A.C.C. Department of Science,
helped to guide the venture through its early stages. Following
assurance from the National League for Nursing regarding the
high probability of its granting national accreditation, the A.C.C.
nursing program became the first offered by a private college in
eastern North Carolina.
The first nursing class graduated in May 1974. The College’s
history further notes that there were 178 majors currently in
the program in 1974, and, in September, construction began
on the nursing education building. It is reported that funding
for construction came from a federal grant as well as a grant
from the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation. On April 18, 1975,
the National League for Nursing granted accreditation to this
burgeoning program with the note that the accreditation was
to be retroactive for eight months prior to that date. By then,
the program had grown to 235 majors, and the nursing faculty
anticipated graduation classes to be around 50 students each year.
The Nursing Education Building was completed in 1976.
By 1977, the program was under the leadership of its third
department chair, Dr. Sue Hunter. Her focus on raising retention
rates of both nursing faculty and students, as well as revising the
curriculum, proved to be the change needed to boost A.C.C.’s
nursing program by 1981, from seventh to first place among the
11 baccalaureate nursing programs in North Carolina.
In 2004, the Nursing Education Building was named in honor
of the generosity and support of alumnus and trustee Dr. William
P. Nixon, Jr. The Nixon Nursing Building is home to the Judy
Howard Hill Nursing program, named for another generous
alumna and a lifetime nursing professional. This program naming
gift in 2016 was made by Germon Earl Hill in honor of his wife,
Judy Howard Hill ’91, and their 50th wedding anniversary.
A historically well-respected academic program among its
peers across the state, Barton’s School of Nursing is approved by
the North Carolina Board of Nursing and is accredited by the
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). During
the past five decades, Barton’s School of Nursing has exhibited a
steadfast tradition of academic excellence and a strong reputation
for educating and preparing nurses and nurse administrators
for the healthcare industry. Its competitive nursing program
incorporates comprehensive admission standards to bring the
most qualified students into the program.
“The mission of Barton’s School of Nursing is to prepare
graduates to function in present and emerging roles as
collaborative members of interdisciplinary health care teams,”
Shepard shared. “With a liberal arts base, the undergraduate
nursing program provides a scholarly environment that fosters the
utilization of research, experiential learning, and public service in
a variety of health care settings. The Master of Science in Nursing
degree program is intentionally designed to prepare bachelor
degree nurses for current and evolving roles in nursing education
and clinical leadership. Designed to be completed within two
years of full-time study, Barton’s M.S.N. program deliberately
builds on the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree. The program
offers two concentrations to prepare graduate students for either
education of future nursing professionals or administration within
the nursing and healthcare professions across the country.”
Barton’s Bachelor of Science degree (B.S.) in Nursing
transitioned to a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (B.S.N.) degree
in 1996, with graduates receiving their B.S.N. degree in May
1997. In 2014, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
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“The Master of Science in Nursing
degree program is intentionally designed
to prepare bachelor degree nurses for
current and evolving roles in nursing
education and clinical leadership.
Designed to be completed within two
years of full-time study, Barton’s M.S.N.
program deliberately builds on the
Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree. ”
..................................................................................................
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) approved the Master
of Science in Nursing degree (M.S.N.) at Barton College with
the first cohort enrolled that fall. Barton College, in partnership
with the North Carolina Community Colleges, also began to
offer a R.N. to B.S.N. program in which students can transfer
seamlessly to Barton to complete their Bachelor of Science in
Nursing degree upon receiving an associate’s degree in Nursing.
This is a one-year online program customized for the working
registered nurse seeking the added benefits and career growth that
a baccalaureate degree can offer.
Technology upgrades, including advanced software programs
and testing, continue to raise the bar for learning in the nursing
program. And, the Barton Simulation Lab is specifically designed
to simulate real situations from which the nursing students
can engage and learn the skills needed in the profession. The
sophistication of state-of-the-art simulation equipment and
the most advanced tetherless mannequin technology in the lab
allows a wide variety of customized scenarios to be simulated
for the students, while professors set certain objectives for the
students to achieve during each lab experience. These mannequins
can simulate a multitude of human responses, which provides
experiences very similar to what the nursing students will
experience firsthand during clinical rotations in the healthcare
setting.
Across the years, a diverse population of professors and students
have graced the hallways of this academic building, each making
a significant impact on the future of nursing in their part of the
world, whether it be local or global. As Barton celebrates 50+
years of nursing education on this campus, so does the College
celebrate the testaments of its nursing alumni and how their
Barton education prepared them to serve the greater good.

50

YEARS

OF OUTSTANDING
NURSES

In Their Own Words
Chasity Godwin, Class of 2011, Family Nurse Practitioner at
Duke Urgent Care Heritage in Wake Forest - The Barton
College School of Nursing fostered an environment that allowed
each student to learn, grow, and develop; and the opportunities
for engagement
.........................................................................
were endless. I
began my career “My Barton experience taught me how
to holistically care for my patients, work
as a nurse in
effectively in a multidisciplinary team, and
an emergency
be an advocate for my patients and their
department.
families.”
This career
.........................................................................
opportunity was
made possible as the result of the preceptor experience that I
obtained during my senior year at Barton. The years that I worked
as an emergency room nurse set the tone for the rest of my
endeavors and provided an unparalleled nursing experience. I then
chose to further my nursing career and was accepted into a Family
Nurse Practitioner program. I truly believe that the successes
in my master’s program stemmed from my education received
at Barton, and I felt highly prepared for the coursework. I now
work in an urgent care setting as a Nurse Practitioner. My Barton
experience taught me how to holistically care for my patients,
work effectively in a multidisciplinary team, and be an advocate
for my patients and their families. I reflect on my time spent at
Barton, and I am grateful to be a Barton nurse.
Billy Perry, Class of 1994, Senior Patient Care Coordinator for
Kindred at Home in Raleigh – My Barton nursing degree made
it possible for me to be BOLD in my career path. Thankfully,
nurses are needed in many different areas within the medical
community. The professors encouraged us to investigate, learn
and explore, which is exactly what I have done throughout my
career. Some of the areas that I have explored and embraced
include: Cardiothoracic Surgery Step-down Unit, Medical ICU,
and RN Case Manager for Telemetry and CCU at WakeMed in
Raleigh, Clinical Liaison for an LTACH, Regional Director of
Business Development for Community Home Care and Hospice,
Utilization
.........................................................................
Review Nurse
“The professors encouraged us to
for Humana
investigate, learn and explore, which is
Insurance
exactly what I have done throughout my
Company, and
career. ”
Senior Patient
.........................................................................
Care Coordinator
for Kindred at Home home health agency. I will forever be
grateful to the Barton community, the nursing program and
professors, and the lifelong friendships I have because of them.
Leslie Ching Buck, Class of 1994 and Class of 2016 (M.S.N.),
Pediatric ICU Nurse and Faculty Instructor at Bon Secours
Memorial College of Nursing – When I think of Barton College,
(then Atlantic Christian College) the word that comes to mind is
HOME. “A place where you feel you belong.” It’s been 34 years
since I first set foot on that campus; however, I return often. It
is no secret that I was not a stellar student. I was experiencing a
very volatile home environment and enjoying immensely being

.........................................................................
away from
“I will forever be indebted to my nursing
it. Therefore,
professors and subsequently lifelong friends,
academia was
not my priority. who took a chance, filled the pail but also
ignited the fire, groomed, and supported the
I was quickly
schooled in the young lady without the best grade point but
a huge desire.”
changes that
.........................................................................
would need to
occur for me to
remain at Barton. At no point was I ever made to feel that I didn’t
matter or that I didn’t have the ability to succeed. Once accepted
into the nursing program, my priorities changed; however, my
academic weaknesses remained. Yet, at every point, I was viewed
as a student with a drive, not one with a grade point average
that teetered daily. By the end of my time at Barton, it was
evident that being at a smaller institution saved me and fueled
my fire to become a nurse. I have been a pediatric ICU nurse
for 27 years. I have dabbled in different arenas, from critical care
transport to private practice and home health care for medically
fragile children to the acute care setting. I have taught new hires,
new grads, and precepted nursing students throughout this
time as well. I often hear the words of my nursing professors
come directly out of my own mouth. This is how much of an
impression they left on me. Nursing is not only a science but
also an art. Those words reverberate in my head with every new
class of nursing students, as I prepare them for and accompany
them through their nursing school journey. You see, I returned
to Barton 25 years later to earn my master’s degree so I could
emulate the ones who so willingly and patiently took on the
student who didn’t have the best test scores, but wanted nothing
more in the world than to be a nurse. It has been my honor to
care for patients, mostly children, in their most vulnerable state.
Now, it is my privilege to share the gift that was shared with me
34 years ago with impressionable nursing students. A quote by
Irish poet W.B. Yeats captures the reason why I teach. “Education
is not the filling of the pail, but the lighting of the fire.” I will
forever be indebted to my nursing professors and subsequently
lifelong friends, who took a chance, filled the pail but also ignited
the fire, groomed, and supported the young lady without the best
grade point but a huge desire. Many years have passed. I still
receive guidance and encouragement from these folks at Barton,
and I try diligently to fill those very big shoes on a daily basis.
Matt Kummerer, Class of 2016, Clinical Research Nurse
Coordinator, Duke University Hospital – I attended Barton
College as a nontraditional student looking for a career change. I
was attracted to the smaller class size and how friendly the staff
was at Barton. I believe it was one of the best decisions I have
ever made. The Barton staff was amazing in accommodating
my complex transcript and minimizing the work I needed to
do in order to be accepted into the nursing program. Once in
the program, I appreciated my choice in schools even more. The
hands-on experiences in the clinical setting were more than I
could have hoped for, and I had many experiences that some
nursing students at other schools did not receive. In addition,
the faculty was so accommodating and showed a commitment to
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.........................................................................
student success
“The hands-on experiences in the clinical
that I had not
setting were more than I could have hoped for,
seen before in
and I had many experiences that some nursing
my academic
students at other schools did not receive.”
career. All of the
.........................................................................
professors showed
a level of care and
commitment that helped me achieve my goals. My experience was
such a positive one, I decided to return to Barton for my Master’s
degree in Nursing Leadership. I was not disappointed. The lessons
learned in this program were invaluable to understanding the
elements of leading a health care program. The faculty members
were amazing as they took a caring and involved role in my
learning; I don’t think I would have made it through without
them! Currently, I am a Clinical Research Nurse Coordinator at
Duke University Hospital. I work with doctors in collecting data
and doing research visits in the Pulmonary Division. The skills I
learned at Barton College have enabled me to work independently
and confidently on these studies. I am so grateful for the time I
spent at Barton. I have made relationships with other nurses in
the program that will last a lifetime, and the faculty always remain
dear to my heart. They are still, to this day, always available to me
if I am ever in need of professional or personal advice.
Priscilla Prunczik, Class of 2020, Travel Nurse – Early in the
process, I questioned myself about the decision I had made to
take on the RN to BSN program at Barton while taking care of
my three children as a widow and working 12-hour shifts at the
hospital. My ‘Aha!’ moment was when I realized, little by little,
I was able to complete my assignments, and I had completed
a semester before I knew it. Barton provided me with an
opportunity to work with a compassionate faculty that assisted
and mentored
.........................................................................
me in completing “As I completed my degree, I had the
my Bachelor
opportunity to begin working as a travel nurse,
of Science in
which I have found to be incredibly fulfilling.”
Nursing degree. .........................................................................
As I completed
my degree, I had the opportunity to begin working as a travel
nurse, which I have found to be incredibly fulfilling. I encourage
anyone to choose Barton College to further their education,
because this is a college that motivates and mentors students to
reach their academic goals.
Amber Williams, Class of 2017 and Class of 2019 (M.S.N.),
Assistant Professor of Nursing – You become an individual with
a name when you walk through the doors of Barton College.
Once you enroll, it becomes a home for you. Completing the
R.N.-B.S.N. program at Barton opened up opportunities for me
to teach nursing students and to complete my M.S.N. degree in
Nursing Education at Barton in 2019. I completed a Doctor of
Nursing Leadership Program at Gardner-Webb University in
2021, and have returned to Barton to teach. I am thankful for the
opportunity I had to expand my education at Barton. I want to
teach students
.........................................................................
and inspire them
“ I am thankful for the opportunity I had to
to change the
expand my education at Barton. I want to
world. My clinical
teach students and inspire them to change
background
the world. ”
includes
community and .........................................................................
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public health, medical/surgical and oncology, intensive care unit,
and emergency department. I have a passion for simulations,
teaching, clinical nursing, alternative and holistic therapies,
and nursing education. Barton has invested years in developing
a culture of professionalism for its programs and its students.
Education is empowering, and Barton represents the catalyst that
ignited the flame on my journey. It is one of the most important
investments I have made in my life.
Hillary Manning, Class of 2006, Critical Care Transport Nurse
– Becoming a critical care transport nurse, whether you transport
patients in a helicopter or in an ambulance, isn’t something that
you can achieve overnight. It takes time and experience. Most
important, you have to have a strong foundation of knowledge
to build on, and that is what Barton gave me. I felt extremely
prepared as a new .........................................................................
graduate. Barton’s “I’ve had many compliments from
nursing program colleagues since graduation regarding
not only provided Barton’s reputation as an outstanding
me with a wealth nursing program. ”
of knowledge, the .........................................................................
professors worked
extremely hard to instill professionalism in each of us. I’ve had
many compliments from colleagues since graduation regarding
Barton’s reputation as an outstanding nursing program.
Linda O’Boyle, Class of 1978, Professor of Nursing, Director
of R.N. to B.S.N. Program – As a Barton (formerly Atlantic
Christian College) graduate, my nursing career has enabled me
to be a nurse in almost every facet of health care, including labor
and delivery, pediatrics, home health and hospice, emergency
departments, intensive care units, and medical-surgical units. I
have had positions in nursing management, quality, and nursing
education. As a registered nurse, I have had the privilege of
assisting mothers during the birthing process, as well as providing
comfort, support, and pain relief to dying patients and their
families. I have been able to impact so many patients and teach
them how to manage a chronic disease or recover from an
acute illness. My nursing career of 40+ years has enabled me to
advocate, support, and care for patients when they are the most
vulnerable. And, as a professor in Barton’s School of Nursing and
director of the R.N. to B.S.N. program, I have witnessed countless
Barton graduates become nurse administrators, nurse leaders,
occupational health nurses, school health nurses, forensic nurses,
nurse navigators, case managers, correctional nurses, psychiatric
mental health nurses, and parish nurses. Completing a B.S.N.
degree gives nurses .........................................................................
the opportunity
“As a Barton (formerly Atlantic Christian
to pursue an
College) graduate, my nursing career has
advanced practice enabled me to be a nurse in almost every
specialty such as
facet of health care... ”
a certified nurse
.........................................................................
midwife (CNM),
certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA), clinical nurse
specialist (CNS), and nurse practitioner (NP). Nurse practitioners
have a variety of specialties such as pediatrics, psychiatric mental
health, women’s health, and gerontology, and practice in hospitals
as well as outpatient settings. No other career path would have
provided me the joy and fulfillment that nursing has provided
during my career. I believe nursing is the most trusted profession
to the public.

About the New Chair of the Board

Eric Sellers currently serves as Vice President of Business
Development and Sales for Arrowlytics, a Curi Company.
With more than 35 years of experience as a senior
healthcare information technology leader, he has held a
series of executive positions with extensive experience
in sales, M&A, partnership negotiations, strategic planning,
and P&L management. Earlier appointments in his career
have included Director of Product Innovation & Sales
Operations for Surescripts (2016–2020),Vice President of
Account Management,SeniorVice President ofTechnology
Group, and President of CPU Medical Management
Systems of MED3OOO/McKesson (2009–2016).

Eric Sellers Named New Chair of the
Barton College Board of Trustees
by Kathy Daughety

Barton College is pleased to announce the elected appointment of
Eric W. Sellers as Chair of the Barton College Board of Trustees.
Sellers was officially installed as Chair at the trustees’ fall 2021
meeting. He follows fellow trustee John F. Lee of Nashville, who
served as Chair of the Board of Trustees from 2016-2021.
“I’m thrilled with the appointment of Eric Sellers as our next
Chair of the Board of Trustees at the College,” shared Dr.
Douglas N. Searcy, President of Barton College. “Eric’s deep
love and care for the College are evident through his long-term
commitment and his stalwart support. I appreciate his steady
leadership and thoughtful guidance, and I am excited about the
path that we will walk together. Eric has an excellent energy and
a clear vision to help support the upcoming strategic endeavors at
Barton College. There are great days ahead.”
Sellers joined the Barton College Board of Trustees in 1997. He
most recently has served as Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees,
as well as holding membership on the Institutional Advancement
Committee and Trusteeship Committee for the Board.
“What an amazing privilege to serve alongside some of the most
talented and passionate people I know and to do so at a place I
dearly love,” shared Sellers. “Like many people, I owe a debt to
Barton College that I will never be able to repay. When I look at
those who have served as Chairs of the Board before, I see very
large shoes to fill. Fortunately for me, I do not have to fill those by
myself, as we have a very talented, passionate, and visionary Board
of Trustees. That, along with the deep talent pool we have in our
faculty and staff and the leadership provided by President Doug
Searcy, will spell success for Barton for years to come.

Sellers retired in 2004 for five years, before being courted
back into the industry in 2009, as a result of his vast
institutional knowledge and market expertise. Prior to
his retirement, he served as Vice President and was an
original stockholder of Medic Computer Systems/Misys
Healthcare, now known as Allscripts (1982–2004).
Sellers earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Administration with a minor in Religion and Philosophy
from Barton College (then Atlantic Christian College) in
1979. He was honored with the Barton College Alumni
Achievement Award in 2005. And, in 2008, he received
the Distinguished Citizen of the Year Award from the
Triangle East Chamber of Commerce.
Active within his community and beyond, Sellers has
held board positions with United Community Bank,
the Rotary Club, Boys and Girls Club, Selma Parks and
Recreation, Southern Johnston Baseball Association, and
the First Christian Church in Smithfield. He has served
as a member of the Town Council for Selma and also has
been an ardent supporter of Habitat for Humanity, Save
the Children, and World Vision. He is a past president of
the Barton College Alumni Association and the Barton
Society.And, he is a past chair of Barton College’s School
of Business Executive Advisory Council.Among his many
gifts to Barton College over the years, Sellers established
the Pete and Sarah Sellers Endowed Scholarship to honor
his parents.
A native of Smithfield, Sellers currently makes his home
in Selma with his wife, the former Pamela Debnam of
Selma. They have three grown children: Angelo, Anthony,
and Alex; five grandchildren: Katelynn Sellers, Katlyn Elms,
Scott Sellers, Kennedi Sellers, and Karsen Sellers; and one
great grandchild, Addilyn Grace Elms.

Sellers added, “Our mission and our focus will always remain
to best serve the needs of our students in a manner that enables
them to be prepared to prosper in an ever changing and
demanding environment.”

15

Barton College Named a College
of Distinction in 2022-2023 Cohort
Barton College has been recognized for a second
consecutive year for its honorable commitment to
helping undergraduate students learn, grow,
and succeed by Colleges of Distinction, a
unique guide for college-bound students.
In addition to being named a 20222023 College of Distinction for its
high-impact approach to education,
Barton has also received recognition as
a 2022-2023 North Carolina College of
Distinction, as well as three specialized
recognitions as a 2022-2023 College of
Distinction in Business, in Education, and
in Nursing.
Colleges of Distinction advocates for
schools whose undergraduate experiences
are grounded in a philosophy of well-rounded,
individualized engagement. Among these institutions,
Barton College is recognized for excelling at graduating students into the workforce with
solid, well-developed critical thinking skills, as well as the ability to adapt in an everchanging society. With a belief that a thorough selection process requires more than an
overview of institutional data, statistics, and size of endowment, Colleges of Distinction's
selection process comprises a sequence of in-depth research and detailed interviews with
the schools, accepting only those that adhere to the Four Distinctions: Engaged Students,
Great Teaching, Vibrant Community, and Successful Outcomes. To earn the recognition,
Barton College demonstrated the following programs and experiences:
• Engaged Students – Students at Barton have the opportunity to take an active part
in their own learning through common intellectual experiences, writing intensive
courses, and purposeful co-curricular cohort programs.
• Great Teaching – Barton students have meaningful interactions with faculty
through their First-Year Seminar course, undergraduate research, and collaborative
assignments and projects throughout their Barton Experience.
• Vibrant Community – Creating connections with peers outside of the classroom
is an important part of a well-rounded college experience. Barton offers service/
community-based learning opportunities, cultural arts programs, NCAA DII
athletics programs, intramural athletics programs, 40+ clubs and organizations,
international travel, and study abroad opportunities to help students find a sense of
belonging and meaning throughout their campus experience.
• Successful Outcomes – The undergraduate experience works cohesively to prepare
students not only for graduation, but also for life after graduation. Some of these
experiences include internships, practicums, senior capstone courses, and special
projects.
“When we focus all of our attention on how schools stack up against one another, we
lose track of what really matters: the students themselves,” said Wes Creel, founder of
Colleges of Distinction. “Every student has individual needs and their own environment
in which they’re most likely to thrive.” Barton College’s inclusion is informed by
the unique ways it commits to achieving success. The effective strategies for student
satisfaction and outcomes were the kinds of engaging experiences found at Barton.
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BARTON
CONNECTIONS
by Kathy Daughety

Barton College is excited to introduce Barton
Connections, a new video interview initiative
that the Marketing and Communications
Team will post periodically to feature
members of the College community
in campus conversations about timely
topics. Three episodes have been shared to
date with more planned for this fall.
The inaugural episode features an engaging
conversation with Dr. Morghan Bosch,
Associate Professor of Education, discussing
“Better Understanding Autism — From the
Child’s Perspective.”
The second episode last academic year features
Dr. Rodney Werline, Dean of Howard Chapel
and the Marie and Leman Barnhill Endowed
Chair of Religious Studies, discussing “The
Versatility of Podcasts.”
The third episode's conversation with Dr. Paul
Christianson, Assistant Professor of Sport
Management and Head Esports Coach at
Barton, focuses on the “Story and Success of
Barton Esports.”
These videos, and more on the horizon,
are posted on the front page of the Barton
College website at www.barton.edu. Scroll
down the page just beyond “Campus News”
to find Barton Connections. These video
interviews are also available at www.barton.
edu/barton-connections and on Barton’s
social media.
Thank you for tuning in!

A FOUNDATION FOR
THE FUTURE
In the commitment to fulfill the mission of the College, the Office of Institutional Advancement’s singular purpose is to enhance
student learning opportunities through building relationships to strengthen financial support at Barton College. Philanthropic leadership
continues to raise expectations at the College, and we know how critical our ACC/Barton family is to our ongoing success.
Philanthropy connects sustainability to growth by serving as the foundation upon which we can continue reaching higher to serve our
students. This is an exciting time for Barton College, and we would love to have you join us for the work ahead. The choice to support
consistently every year is about choosing to make Barton College, and its mission, a priority. As you can see from the infographics below,
we are building a culture of engagement and impact. As a result, Barton College, and its future, will continue to be bright.

$18M $2.5M
INVESTED
IN
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CAMPUS
PROJECTS

$5.5M+
raised through
estate
commitments
to support
the endowment
and unrestricted
operations

TOTAL FUNDRAISING

Truist Bank
Gift for
Truist Stadium
and Workforce
Development

4

significant
naming right
level commitments
of $1,000,000+

$10.25M
$7.65M

$5.9M
$2.5M

FY 17/18

FY 18/19

FY 19/20

FY 20/21

(New Cash Gifts and Commitments)

To learn more about making a gift to Barton, visit
give.barton.edu or call (252) 399-6381
Thank you for supporting our students!
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2021-22 Barton Athletics Wrap-Up

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL – SEASON TO REMEMBER
The Barton women’s basketball team had one of its best seasons in
school history in 2021-22. The Bulldogs finished 28-2 for the year,
22-1 in Conference Carolinas play, and captured both the league’s
regular season and tournament championships.
Barton was ranked as high as No. 7 in NCAA Division II during
the season and put together a 22-game winning streak as well during
the season. The Bulldogs also earned a berth to the NCAA Division
II Southeast Regional Tournament for the fourth time in the last five
years.
Barton senior center Shanika Peterkin (Virginia Beach, Va.) was
named the 2021-22 Conference Carolinas Player and Defensive
Player of the Year, honors she captured for the third straight season.
In addition, senior forward Jami Tham (Arlington, Va.), sophomore
guard Lauren Walker (Charlotte, N.C.) and senior guard Akira
Wiggins (Knightdale, N.C.) all earned all-conference honors while
long-time mentor Wendee Saintsing was named the Conference
Carolinas Women’s Basketball Coach of the Year.
Both Peterkin and Tham were All-Southeast Region honorees
as well, and Tham won the league’s prestigious Elite 23 honor
for women’s basketball. The Elite 23 Award honors Conference
Carolinas student-athletes with the highest cumulative grade point
averages at their respective championship site. The award is modeled
after the NCAA's Elite 90 Award, and it allows all student-athletes at
the final championship site to win the award.
TWO ALL-AMERICANS
The Barton College Division of
Athletics had two All-Americans in 202122: senior Shanika Peterkin (Virginia
Beach, Va.) in women’s basketball and
senior Bryson Boyette (Wilson, N.C.) in
men’s golf.
Peterkin earned NCAA Division II AllAmerican honors for the third straight
year. In 2021-22, Peterkin was named a
D-II Conference Carolinas Association Third-Team All-American
and an honorable mention All-American by the Women’s Basketball
Coaches Association.
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Boyette was named to the 2022 NCAA
Division II PING All-America Men's
Golf Second Team. Boyette is coming
off a season in which he was named the
Conference Carolinas Men’s Golfer of the
Year for the second time in this collegiate
career and earned All-Southeast Region and
all-league first-team honors for the fourth
time as a Bulldog.
This past spring, Boyette was the
individual medalist in three tournaments –
the Spring Bulldog Clash (February 28-March 1) in Pawleys Island,
S.C., the Bearcat Classic (March 7-8) in Greenwood, S.C., and the
Barton Intercollegiate (March 14-15) in Wilson, N.C. – and led
Barton to three team victories.
Boyette also led the Bulldogs to a second-place finish at the 2022
Conference Carolinas Championship and helped Barton earn a
berth in the NCAA Division II South/Southeast Men’s Golf Super
Regional Tournament in Valdosta, Ga., for the first time in nine
seasons.
Also in golf, Coach Derek Hamm was named the Conference
Carolinas Men's Golf Coach of the Year.

Matt Proseus

by Kathy Daughety

Matt Proseus

Athletics

Peterkin ranked first on the team last year in scoring (18.0 ppg)
and blocked shots (83) and ranked second in rebounding at 10.6
boards per contest. Peterkin helped lead the Bulldogs to a 28-2
record and both the Conference Carolinas Regular Season and
Tournament Championships, in addition to a berth in the playoffs.
Peterkin leaves Barton as the school’s all-time leader in rebounding
(1,484) and blocked shots (477) and ranks fifth in program history
in points scored with 1,826. Peterkin, a three-time league player and
defensive player of the year, was also named the 2021-22 Herff Jones
Conference Carolinas Female Athlete of the Year.

SWIMMING MILESTONE
Barton senior Kleanza Cathers (Kitimat, British Columbia,
Canada) was the first women’s swimmer in program history to qualify
for the NCAA Division II National Championships in 2022.
Cathers, the 2021-22 Conference Carolinas Co-Women’s Swimmer
of the Year, qualified for the finals in the women’s 50-yard and
100-yard freestyle events. The national championships took place at
the Greensboro Aquatic Center in Greensboro, N.C. Cathers was
the 2022 league champion in three events – the women’s 50-yard
freestyle, the women’s 100-yard backstroke, and the women’s 100yard freestyle – and was also part of the women’s 200-yard freestyle
relay, which captured the conference crown as well.
Also, Coach Kevin Woodhull-Smith was named the 2022
Conference Carolinas Men’s and Women’s Swimming Coach
of the year.

ACADEMIC HONORS
The Barton College Division of Athletics
had another strong year in the classroom
with its student-athletes earning numerous
academic accolades.
A total of 309 Bulldog student-athletes
were listed on the Conference Carolinas
Presidential Honor Roll for the Spring of
2022, presented by Southern Recognition
LLC.
The league's Presidential Honor Roll,
compiled at the end of the fall and spring
semesters, recognizes student-athletes who
earned a 3.20 grade-point average on a
4.00 scale. The conference itself had over
3,100 student-athletes from its member
institutions earn the prestigious honor.
In addition, the Barton women’s
swimming squad earned Scholar AllAmerican Team honors and senior Kleanza
Cathers (Kitimat, British Columbia,
Canada) was named to the Scholar AllAmerica First Team by the Collegiate
Swimming Coaches Association of America
(CSCAA).
Three Barton women’s golfers – junior
Taylor Capps (Middlesex, N.C.), sophomore
Elyse Godding (Bradford, Pa.) and junior
Grace Greene (Apex, N.C.) – earned
WGCA All-American Scholar honors for
2021-22.
Senior Jami Tham (Arlington, Va.) and
senior Ethan Cortel-Fraser (Gainesville,
Ga.) were named the 2021-22 Conference
Carolinas Scholar-Athletes of the Year for
women’s basketball and men’s swimming,
respectively.

Matt Proseus

ATHLETIC TRAINING STAFF
Barton College was chosen as the inaugural Conference Carolinas Athletic Training Staff of
the Year as voted on by its institutional peers.
Led by Head Athletic Trainer and Director of Sports Medicine Ginna Lewis, the 202122 Barton athletic training staff was composed of Evan Abatiell, Kaitlin Ricklefs, Francesca
Harvey, Jordyn Lopez, Alex Miller, Tomomi Nishihara and Rebecca Speight. Barton's
athletic training staff is charged with providing support to 23 varsity sports and multiple
developmental programs.
The Athletic Training Staff of the Year was voted on by the Athletic Trainers Committee
(all member institution Head Athletic Trainers) in Conference Carolinas.

Go to http://bartonbulldogs.com for
the latest in Bulldog Sports.

2020/2021 Barton College
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees

Will Proseus

FOOTBALL’S ROUSING FIRST FULL
YEAR
With the pandemic in the rearview
mirror, the Barton College Football Team
enjoyed a winning record (6-5) in its first
full season in the fall of 2021.
The Bulldogs had several milestone
victories including a 31-17 win over longtime small college power Carson-Newman
(31-17) on Saturday, October 2, and a 26-20
overtime triumph over then-No. 8 Wingate
on Saturday, October 16.
Barton redshirt freshman running
back Jordan Terrell (Ramseur, N.C.) had
an outstanding season for the Bulldogs,
finishing second in the nation in rushing
yards (1,843) and third in rushing yards per
game (167.5 ypg). For his efforts, Terrell
was named to the 2021 D2CCA All-Super
Region Two Football First Team.
In 2022 and 2023, Barton will be an
Associate Member of the South Atlantic
Conference and will be eligible for awards
and the league championship.

The Barton College Athletic Hall of Fame and Bulldog Club Banquet took place on Friday, October
15, 2021, honoring the classes of 2020 and 2021. Front from left: John Anderson (son of Dr. Walter
Anderson), Wendee Saintsing (representing Estefania "Esty" Flores, ’13), and Karir Donmez, ’84. Back
from left: Dr. K.D. Kennedy, Jr., Eric McInerny, ’07, and John Hackney.

For complete bios on each of these Hall of Famers,
visit halloffame.barton.edu/
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Barton College’s Douglas N. Searcy
Recognized As Influential Leader in N.C.
Dr. Douglas N. Searcy, president of Barton College, has been recognized by Business
North Carolina’s Power List 2022 as one of the state’s most influential business leaders in
the education sector.
“Great leadership never goes out of style. The need for it has never been greater,” shared
David Mildenberg, editor of Business North Carolina, in his website introduction of
the Business North Carolina’s Power List 2022. “Whoever made those statements first,
thank you. I’ll share them as a contribution and rationale for Business North Carolina’s
Power List, our annual report on the state’s most influential leaders. Demand for steady,
competent leadership is unquestionable. It’s a challenging time. Fortunately, our state is
full of terrific leaders, as evidenced by this publication.”
Visit https://businessnc.com/2022-power-list/education/ for Dr. Searcy’s recognition in
the 2022 listing of the most influential N.C. leaders in education, ordered alphabetically.
The online version of the full printed publication is also available in flipbook format at
https://businessnc.com/2022-power-list/.
Barton College plays an important role in the economic vitality of its local and
regional North Carolina communities. During the past five years, Barton’s bold strategies
enhanced the College’s growth and influence, educating students while simultaneously
creating an annual $70+ million economic impact on the Wilson community and beyond.
Under Dr. Searcy’s leadership, new academic and co-curricular programs, new and
renovated facilities, and enhanced academic and technology services have opened the
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door to opportunities for student growth
and learning. During his tenure, Barton
has experienced its largest enrolling
population in more than three decades;
fundraising and campus investment have
grown to new heights; and faculty, staff,
and student relationships have thrived
as the College has continued to respond
to changing conditions and has met
anticipated needs.
Learning and living spaces have
been reimagined on campus through
comprehensive renovations, which have
included Wenger Hall, the Georgia
Brewer Campion Center for Academic
Success, the Barton Esports Arena, Moye
Science Hall Anatomy Laboratory, the
Nursing Simulation Laboratory, the
Sports Performance Center, Wilson
Gymnasium, Hamlin Culinary Center,
and the BC Bistro. Through partnerships
with Greenlight and the City of
Wilson, Barton has defined strategies to
advance technology, establishing Barton
as a multi-gig campus following the
installation of a fiber optic ring around
campus. And new construction on campus
has transformed a bold vision into reality
with the completion of Electric Supply
Company Field, Truist Stadium, and the
David S. Hicks Family Sports Operation
Center, each named by signature donors
of the College. These facility additions and
others mentioned previously have created
an undeniable energy and enthusiasm on
the Barton College campus.
Campus momentum has grown
along with local and regional awareness.
Barton has become readily known as an
innovation difference-maker, recognized
as a source of energy and intellectual
capital, contributing to the workforce and
economic development of the local and
regional economy. And, throughout this
progress, the Barton Spirit has flourished
with greater vibrancy and recognition of
the impact that Barton College makes in
the lives of its students.
“Now the rest of North Carolina knows
what we at Barton have known for some
time — that Dr. Searcy’s vision, passion,
and diligence are making a positive
impact, not only for our school but for
our main focus of ensuring that we are
preparing a generation of students to
succeed in a changing and challenging
environment,” shared Eric Sellers, Chair
of the Barton College Board of Trustees.
“All of North Carolina will benefit from
his continued efforts and vision.”

Marion Weathers (Rocky Mount, N.C.); Tricia Bradley (Chapel Hill, N.C.), Beth Searcy (Wilson, N.C.),
Shari Malone (Pine Knoll Shores, N.C.), and Nancy Schoonmaker (Durham, N.C.).

Beth Searcy Recognized for
Sustained Community Service
“Do Good, Be Kind, Have Faith” is Beth Searcy’s selfproclaimed life motto. Her philosophy was validated earlier this
year as she was honored with the prestigious Oxford Award
from Delta Gamma Fraternity, an organization she joined as an
undergraduate at the University of Virginia and has served for
just shy of 35 years, including being a two-term International
President. The Oxford Award recognizes alumnae who exemplify
distinguished and sustained community service through volunteer
and philanthropic activities.
The award was presented at a surprise reception at the
Barton-Graves House of Barton College on May 23 by Shari
Malone, who preceded Searcy as international president and
nominated Searcy for the exclusive honor. In her remarks during
the presentation ceremony, Malone shared, “[This organization]
exists to empower women to act with intention so that they
can become an unstoppable force for good.” She shared a
sampling of comments from the 15 colleagues who submitted
recommendations for Searcy’s nomination: “A model for servant
leadership … a perfect storyteller for mission and impact … a
person of exceptional character who has demonstrated a longterm commitment to making the world a better place in any role
… one of the most influential mentors you have ever had in your
life … she continues to give you hope that your voice matters.”
Noting two very special mentors in her own life, her mother
and grandmother, Searcy shared that they were instrumental
in shaping her perspective on service. “My mom didn’t have a
lot growing up, but what they had, they shared,” she continued.
“They taught me that service should be an equalizer, where we
work together for the common good and an elevated quality of
life for all. They always modeled that service wasn’t a pious act of
benevolent generosity but a joining of hands and hearts to stand
in the gap while advocating for systemic reform or root solutions.”
In addition to two terms as the International President for
Delta Gamma, Searcy’s work has included her championing
education and women’s leadership on an international scale as
a member of the Board of Trustees for the Circle of Sisterhood
Foundation, whose mission is to remove barriers to education for
women and children worldwide.
Within the Wilson community, she actively participates in
the Community Soup Kitchen of Wilson County, Inc. Steve

Williams, Board President and Executive Director of the
Community Soup Kitchen, noted in his letter supporting Searcy’s
nomination, “She is clearly one of our most faithful, positive,
dependable, and conscientious volunteers. It is not only her service
but the way she goes about her duties, and the positive interaction
she has and promotes with all our patrons. She is very genuine,
and treats everyone with dignity and respect.”
As the past president of Wilson Arts in Wilson, Searcy
was instrumental in the $2.1 million renovation of a historic
Downtown Wilson property into a more expansive and
reimagined Wilson Arts Center. In her letter of recommendation
for Searcy, Wilson Arts Executive Director Cathy Hardison
explained, “It is truly amazing what she is capable of
accomplishing, and she is fully present with each endeavor she
takes on. She is not the kind of person to sit idle or wait for
instruction — she is proactive and a natural leader.”
Searcy currently represents Wilson Forward as the local
coordinator to administer a grant-funded effort to establish a
Wilson extension of “Dress for Success Triangle.” When fully
operational, the Wilson boutique will be one of a select few
locations outside of major metropolitan areas, and Wilson could
be a model for future Dress for Success expansions. Searcy also
serves as a member of the Southern Bank Board of Directors
for Wilson County, the Sidekix Board of Directors, and the
North Carolina Omicron chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, an
international society for key women educators. In addition, she is
a steward of the Little Free Library located on Vance Street near
the College, established through her support of an Eagle Scout’s
project in Wilson.
As First Lady of Barton College, Searcy is active with the
College’s fundraising and outreach initiatives and serves as
host for official events at the Barton-Graves House. She has
collaborated with BB&T’s (now Truist) Women’s Information
Network and Wilson Medical Center to host a women’s
leadership consortium, and with the Wilson Family YMCA
to offer College Matters, a program promoting college access.
She also has been a mentor with the Young Leaders Academy
and Barton’s Student-Athlete Leadership Academy. Searcy is
a supportive partner with her husband, Dr. Douglas N. Searcy,
president of Barton College, and a compass for their two adult
children.
Searcy leads by example and models how Barton hopes all of
its students will serve in the community. Searcy noted, “Service
is at the core of Barton College, and I am so proud of the
many ways we (Barton students, faculty, and staff ) engage with
the community. The ethic of humility, generosity, and servant
leadership is a hallmark of a Barton graduate. Barton’s Day of
Service and Engagement is an esteemed tradition, and Barton
is known throughout Wilson for our outreach and compassion.
Plus, when we serve, we learn and we grow. Giving time, treasure,
talent, and attention beyond ourselves is transformative, and
my personal philosophy aligns perfectly with this fundamental
principle of Barton College.”
Asked to reflect on the Oxford Award recognition, Searcy
concluded, “Service is love in action. When I am overwhelmed or
disappointed, I feel more hopeful when I do something. I can’t do
everything, but I can do something. And, whatever I do may not
fix every social challenge or injustice, but I hope it creates ripples
that make a difference. I know service softens me and humanizes
how I see a way forward.”
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academic program suggests that AR could
be an ideal addition to our academic
offerings.”

Optimistic Future of Growth and Innovation
Launched last fall, Barton College’s
2021-2025 Barton Bold and Connected
Strategic Plan showcases the school’s
ambitious plan for future growth
and strategic direction. In the next
five years, Barton will contribute
toward North Carolina’s statewide
“MyFutureNC” initiative of increasing
degree credentialing beyond high school
by 2030. Barton plans to increase
undergraduate enrollment to 1,350, and
substantially increase master’s degree and
online programming by 2025.
In addition, the College aims
to be an economic driver in the
workforce development efforts in the
region. According to the 2020 North
Carolina County Attainment Report,
Wilson County is projected to have
99,203 job openings between 2017-2026.
Barton is at the forefront of providing
workforce development education
opportunities in training a highly-skilled
workforce for Wilson County and beyond.
By focusing on three foundational pillars,
radical innovation, pivotal partnerships,
and distinctive identity, “Barton Bold and
Connected” provides a springboard for
an aggressive strategy to further position
the College as an economic and regional
driver in delivering quality, accessible,
affordable and distinctive academic
programs. Barton’s new strategic plan
will align the College’s mission and
strengths to expand its academic offerings
to prepare skilled professionals in three
additional labor markets: Health Sciences,
Augmented Reality, and Data Analytics.
The College’s location categorized as
a Prosperity Zone sub-region, creates
an opportune environment for these
academic programs that are responsive to
the constantly evolving workforce needs
and challenges.
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1. Radical Innovation – Barton College
will be the regional leader for delivering
leading-edge academic programs
and using current and emerging
technologies to advance student
learning, promote student engagement,
and prepare students to succeed and lead
in 21st century careers.
2. Pivotal Partnerships – Barton
College will cultivate impactful winwin partnerships with corporate and
non-profit organizations, educational
institutions, and government agencies
to raise its national profile, deliver
exceptional student experiences, and
attain long-term financial viability.
3. Distinctive Identity – Barton College
will boldly deliver exceptional and
distinctive student learning experiences
while pursuing new revenue streams,
exploring new markets, and consciously
making decisions that demonstrate
a clear return-on-investment that
strengthens fiscal health and creates
optimal student learning opportunities.
“The College is excited to explore several
new academic programs that connect
deeply with the expanding industry
beyond our institution,” explained
Dr. Douglas N. Searcy, President of
Barton College. “Augmented reality is
an excellent example. There is a great
need for accomplished professionals
in the area of digital communications
and programming. Through burgeoning
partnerships and through our wellestablished relationship with Greenlight,
Barton has the capacity to offer this
type of innovative curriculum. Faculty
leadership and strong student interest are
key drivers behind the development of
this program of study. The confluence of
synergy surrounding the proposal of this

Dr. Searcy added, “The School of Nursing
is a cornerstone to the health sciences
programs we offer at Barton. Through
this strength, the College is in an optimal
position to offer expanded health care
programs such as respiratory therapy.
There is an immediate and urgent need
across the nation for respiratory therapy
specialists. Through our continued
institutional and corporate partnerships,
and by building on the health science
programs and systems across the state
and beyond, respiratory therapy and/
or public health administration could
be perfect pathways to benefitting our
communities, to support an increasingly
aging population.”
The Barton Bold and Connected Strategic
Plan was built on the metric successes of
the College described in the 2016-2021
Impact Report, leveraging the College’s
resources to launch Barton into a new
trajectory of innovation and technology.
Another important initiative for the
College is to build a hybrid learning space
for its students. The College plans to
reimagine the Willis N. Hackney Library
learning space through renovation and
revitalization. Barton plans to expand
Hackney Library as a new hybrid facility
with the Campion Center, incorporating
a roof-top patio for the library, with hightech spaces that will maximize the Barton
Bold and Connected concept, bringing
students together within a technology
hub of activity.
The future of Barton is strong. The
momentum of this academic growth will
always be through the support of key
stakeholders, donors, and partnerships.
Barton educates bold thinkers and
prepares bold leaders.

For more detailed information or to
download the strategic plan, visit www.
bartonboldandconnected.com

Faculty Authors
“Being Charley” and “Being Gus” Open
Heartfelt Conversations With Children
“Together, we can be different and
still belong.” That’s the message of two
children’s books co-authored by autism
expert and Barton College assistant
professor and coordinator of the special
education program, Dr. Morghan Bosch,
and her mother, retired educator Dr. Karen
Bosch. Geared for children ages four and
older, “Being Charley: Embracing Differences” relates the story
of a Canada goose, Charley, who is unlike his siblings. And, the
upcoming sequel “Being Gus: Embracing Differences” (planned
release fall 2022) continues Charley’s story from his big brother
Gus’ perspective. However, both stories are really for all ages.
“I believe Charley is going to make such a difference in the
lives of our next generation,” shares Dr. Morghan Bosch. “He
will be the catalyst to help everyone realize, ‘We are all
Charleys!’ Charley’s story provides opportunities for teachers,
parents, therapists, physicians, friends, families, counselors, etc., to
spark discussion about acceptance, about diversity, about inclusion,
and kindness.” Charley has autism, and some things are more
difficult for him than for others: Learning to swim (the water is
too cold against his feathers); learning to honk (the noise is so
loud, it hurts his ears); and learning to fly (the sun is too bright
when flying in V-formation, so he attempts to fly upside down).
In “Being Gus: Embracing Differences,” the story will continue
from the perspective of Charley’s oldest sibling, Gus. Without
sharing too many details to spoil the story, the reader knows
from the first book that Gus is strong and kind and a very good
caregiver to his little brother Charley. Gus spent time with
Charley and was always there for him, especially when Charley
had trouble swimming, honking, and flying. Be assured that
each book will tug at heartstrings and encourage its readers to
embrace the uniqueness of individual differences. “Being Charley:
Embracing Differences” has received a five-star review from
Readers’ Favorite, and may be purchased on Amazon, Barnes and
Noble, and iTunes.
History, Humor, Weekly
Opinions — Engaging Topics for
North Carolina Author
Filled with wit and wisdom,
his short columns focus on timely
topics, colorful community
characters, the art of making a
home and raising a family, and
above all, a love for Eastern North
Carolina. Southern author and
Barton College professor Michael
K. Brantley’s newest book, titled “It’s a Time
in the Land: Best of The Soapbox,” offers a
compilation of the best of his award-winning weekly opinion
columns published in “The Nashville Graphic.”
Brantley’s second book, “Galvanized: The Odyssey of a
Reluctant Carolina Confederate,” received critical acclaim, as it
captured the essence of a turbulent time in this nation’s history

through the story of his great-great-grandfather’s experience
during and after the Civil War. The historical, non-fiction
narrative included war, intrigue, peace, politics, and murder.
“Galvanized” was named #1 in New Releases: US Civil War
Gettysburg History and #1 New Releases: US Civil War
Confederate History on Amazon soon after its release in spring
2020, nominated in October 2020 for the Ragan Old North State
Award for Nonfiction, given by the North Carolina Literary and
Historical Association, and nominated in February 2021 for the
Wiley-Silver Prize for the best Civil War book published in 2020.
Both books are available on Amazon. This North Carolina author
has also written the popular “Memory Cards: Portraits From A
Rural Journey.”
Scholarly Works Published by Dr.
Rodney A. Werline in 2020 and 2021
Dr. Rodney A. Werline, Dean of
Howard Chapel, the Marie and Leman
Barnhill Endowed Chair in Religious
Studies, and Director of the Center
for Religious Studies, published two
books in back-to-back years 2020 and
2021. He co-edited, with Dr. Matthias
Henze of Rice University, the first
volume titled “Early Judaism and Its
Modern Interpreters” (2nd edition; SBL
Press). A collection of 23 essays from a
group of international scholars, each among
the top experts in specialized fields in the
study of early Judaism, this book provides
scholars and graduate students with perhaps the snapshot of the
developments in and the current state of scholarship in the field.
The book begins its analysis of the field after the publication of
the first edition of “Early Judaism and Its Modern Interpreters” in
1986, edited by Robert A. Kraft and George W. E. Nickelsburg.
That volume quickly became an authoritative standard in the
disciples. Drs. Henze and Werline did not seek to replace that
volume, but, instead, offer the next “chapter” in the history of
scholarship in early Judaism.
Most recently, Dr. Werline published “Whenever They Prayed:
Dimensions of New Testament Prayer” (Lexington/Fortress
Academic). In this volume, Dr. Werline places New Testament
prayers within the context of Second Temple Jewish prayers. These
Jewish prayers do not provide background for understanding
prayers in the early church. Rather, they show that members of
the early church were engaged in a large conversation taking
place within the era. Departing from more traditional academic
historical and literary methodologies, he applies anthropological
methods in his interpretations of the prayers. As a result, he is
able to uncover several functions of prayers in the early church
and the value of the performance of such actions. In the end,
Dr. Werline shows that members of the early church exhibit a
highly skilled aptitude for crafting prayers as a way to navigate
their relationships with and obligations to one another and God.
Barton College undergraduate Madeline Hill (Class of 2024)
assisted Dr. Werline in his work during the final six months prior
to publication.
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Homecoming
OFFERED
NEW EVENTS IN 2021
by Addison Meinhardt

Hundreds of Barton alumni and friends gathered to celebrate
Homecoming 2021 on October 29-30 after a year-long pause in
traditional in-person activities.
The highly anticipated return of Homecoming at Barton
College was welcomed with a healthy blend of new and returning
activities, including the first fall season of Bulldog Football.
The first event of the weekend was the Annual Alumni
Golf Tournament hosted at Wilson Country Club. Despite a
rainy start, a record 26 teams competed to benefit the Alumni
Association Endowed Scholarship. Justin Murray, Tim Cobb,
Carter Ellis, and Daniel Claytor (’13) secured the victory and won
a round of golf at Pinehurst Resort and Country Club.
The Bulldog Bash at the Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park,
the first event of its kind at Barton, was an incredible night
to remember. The partnership event between Barton and the
downtown community of Wilson was well attended with more
than 1,200 alumni, friends, students, faculty, and staff taking part
in the fun. Live music by “The Embers” set the scene as friends
reunited over a cold beverage from Brewmasters and local delights
from some of Wilson’s top food trucks.
The large awning at the park was transformed into Barton’s
Campus Store where guests could buy a variety of spirit gear in
preparation for the football game, including a commemorative
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Homecoming art print and ornaments by local Barton alumna
Cambron Farris. To celebrate the Bulldog Bash, two tailgate
packages were raffled, and Barton’s beloved mascot “Blue” drew
the winning names of Brittany Peele (’11) and Tim Dameron,
who were thrilled to be a part of the festivities.
The Barton community filled the park with conversation,
laughter, singing, dancing, and energy that would carry

throughout the weekend. Though the spirited night eventually
came a close that Friday evening, Homecoming 2021 was off to a
memorable start.
On Saturday morning, the Atlantic Christian College Classes
of 1970 and 1971 hosted their long-awaited 50th reunion brunch
on Hines Hall Plaza after months of thoughtful planning. The
large white tent overlooking the lawn soon filled with A.C.C.
alumni from near and far, with some who had not been back to
campus since their graduation.
Classmates spent time catching up with dear friends and
honoring those who were not able to attend. After a heartfelt
welcome and introduction from reunion co-chairs CJ Holliday
and Sandra Allen, Barton President Doug Searcy shared a special
message of reflection and gratitude. In honor of celebrating their
milestone, the Class of 1970 generously presented a gift to the
College to purchase a bench outside of Hamlin Student Center.
Beloved former coach and faculty member Tom Parham, Class
of 1963, provided an upbeat message as the program’s keynote
speaker. Many alumni spent time reminiscing about their A.C.C.
days, and they collectively shared an appreciation for their college
experience.
Following the brunch, hundreds of alumni poured onto campus
to take advantage of the activities held on Center Campus. 		

New in 2021 was the Homecoming Fan Zone, which featured
tailgating tents for groups and organizations to gather to enjoy
more live music, food, and fun with friends, while anticipating
the upcoming home football game against Bluefield State. Eight
Greek organizations, past and present, were proudly represented
in addition to many friend groups and organizations from across
campus. The energy was truly unmatched – and the vibrant
campus radiated Bulldog pride.
As 2 p.m. approached for kickoff, the football team gathered
at the Centennial Alumni Bell Tower, a new tradition at each
home game, for the Bulldog Walk. The Barton community lined
the walkways through campus to cheer on the football team
members, as they made their way to Electric Supply Company
Field at Truist Stadium.
Gilbert Ferrell, Class of 1954 and a member of the first football
program at A.C.C., was recognized as the Honorary Captain
that day. He was accompanied by family and friends who were
delighted to see him stand alongside a new generation of student
athletes at Barton College.
During halftime, Alpha Sigma Phi and Sigma Sigma Sigma
were crowned winners of the Greek Giving Challenge, a new
initiative to cultivate Greek alumni giving.
The Homecoming game against Bluefield State was the highest
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Celebrating
Alumni
A “Celebration of Distinguished
Alumni” in partnership with the School
of Nursing’s inaugural “Hall of Fame
Ceremony” was a special highlight for
the greater Barton College community in
April.
attended game of the fall 2021 season, bringing in 3,075 spectators. It proved to be a
thrilling game as the Barton Bulldogs dominated Bluefield, winning by a final score of
62-7.
The day was brought to a close with the annual Homecoming Dance hosted by the
Division of Student Engagement on Center Campus. Both students and alumni gathered
together to dance the night away after celebrating a remarkable Homecoming Weekend.
Voted on by their peers, Jordan White and Kelly O’Sullivan were crowned Homecoming
King and Queen.
Homecoming 2021 may be over, but its impact left a lasting impression. It was the
year to celebrate the return of football, the growth and generosity of our alumni, and the
beginning of a new era at Barton College.
Though it may be hard to believe, this year’s festivities on October 28-29, 2022, will be
even bigger and better. Will you join us? We can’t wait to see you back on campus!

Visit www.barton.edu/homecoming for more details!

This year, the Celebration of Distinguished
Alumni honored individuals who have
achieved personal and professional
successes and who have demonstrated
exemplary service to both Barton and
their community. As a result of the
COVID Pandemic, this celebration was
postponed in 2020. We look forward to
this newly established spring Celebration
of Distinguished Alumni dinner event
becoming an annual tradition to celebrate
our A.C.C. and Barton alumni.
And, in honor of the 50th Anniversary of
the College’s nursing program, the Barton
College School of Nursing Hall of Fame
was established to honor strong leaders
who have contributed to the success of
the program. Induction into the Barton
College School of Nursing Hall of Fame
will be reserved for those individuals who
have significantly influenced the School of
Nursing since its inception.
Among the 2020/2021 alumni honorees
were Captain Bentley H. Massey II, M.D.
(Class of 2012) Outstanding Recent
Graduate Award recipient; Mr. Kenneth
K. Moore (Class of 1985) Distinguished
Alumni Award recipient; the Reverend
Dr. Robert C. Frazier, Jr. (Class of 1980)
Distinguished Alumni Award recipient;
Mrs. Ann U. Dolman, Gary W. Hall
Employee Service Award recipient; Mr.
Matthew Whitley (Class of 2002) Alumni
Achievement Award recipient; and the late
Dr. Michael S. Fukuchi, Honorary Alumni
Award recipient (awarded posthumously).
The 2022 inaugural inductees into the
School of Nursing Fall of Fame included
the late Dr. J.P. Tyndall (Class of 1945)
and professor emeritus of biology (awarded
posthumously) and Dr. Pamela Ballance
Edwards (Class of 1978).
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The Reverend Dr. Robert Carl Frazier, Jr., recently retired as
the Lead Pastor of First United Methodist Church in Cary,
a 4,000 member congregation. Prior to
that appointment, Dr. Frazier served
in numerous lead ministerial roles,
2020/2021
in addition to serving as a District
Superintendent with the United
Distinguished
Methodist Church in N.C. He
also has published several books
Alumni
on guidance, leadership, and
Award
devotion. He earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English and in
Religion and Philosophy at Barton College
in 1980, where he also was awarded the Coggins Cup at
Commencement. He completed his Master of Divinity
degree at Duke University Divinity School and later earned
his doctoral degree from Princeton Theological Seminary.
Dr. Frazier is a past member of the Barton College Alumni
Association Board and is a member of the Bell Society
and the Barton Society. Dr. Frazier shared, “This place is
part of the fabric of who I am.” He called the names of
revered faculty members and noted that it’s the relationships
that matter - the relationships that A.C.C. and Barton
have represented over the years. “The theme for tonight is
relationships. I think that’s what this place means for me.”
Referring to the College’s motto, “Habebunt Lumen Vitae,”
which means they shall have the light of life, he added,
“Barton continues to be a place that offers the light of life
to people in places you can’t even begin to know or imagine,
places around the world. And, if in some way what Mary
Ellen and I have done over the past 43 years is to have made
that possible for others, then that’s to Barton’s credit, and we
are grateful for that opportunity.”

Kenneth K. Moore is the founder and CEO of Hwy 55
restaurants. Established in 1991 as a single location restaurant
in Goldsboro, today the Hwy 55 chain
has more than 130 locations in 17
states and three foreign countries.
2020/2021
Moore, also a member of the
College’s Baseball Team during
his collegiate years, completed
Distinguished
his Bachelor of Science degree
Alumni
in Business Administration and
Award
Psychology at Barton College
in 1985. He has served on a wide
variety of civic and community boards
including the N.C. Restaurant and Lodging Association. He
is the founder of the Andy’s Charitable Foundation, which
has given more than $1.5 million to causes in Hwy 55’s
geographic area. Moore is a member of the Bell Society and
the Barton Society. “I transferred in; I was a baseball player,”
shared Moore. “When I got here, I found that I was inspired
not only to be good on the baseball field. The busier you are,
the better you tend to do everything. I discovered that at
Barton. I remember Professor Ron Eggers and his Test and
Measurements class. It was intense and had a daily lab. He
really worked with me because he knew I couldn’t make the
lab. And, Dr. Stanton made me believe, putting me in charge
of a [student] group in class, telling me I was a leader. I’d
never had anyone tell me that. So, I would challenge you to
continue to teach the young people who come through here
to dream big. Open their minds and help them to dream big.
[Remind them] that hard work is good. That’s what inspires
me.”
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Matthew W. Whitley is the Senior Vice
President of Southern Bank & Trust and
Market Executive for
Wilson. He earned
a Bachelor of
2020/2021
Science degree
Alumni
in Business
Achievement
Administration
Award
at Barton College
in 2002. He has
served on the Barton
College Alumni Association Board
and the Wilson-Barton Partnership
Steering Committee. Whitley is also
involved in the community through board
memberships with the United Way of
Wilson, the Baseball Museum, and the
Vollis Simpson Whirligig Park. He is a
member of the Bell Society, the Barton
Society, and the Bulldog Club. Whitley
shared some advice he received from
his dad years ago, noting, “It’s not about
what you know, it will never be about
what you know. You need your education,
but it’s the people you surround yourself
with.” Whitley went on to recognize
members of his family and friends, as well
as his Southern Bank family, sharing the
importance of these relationships and their
influence. “I try to surround myself with
great people, and I surrounded myself with
wonderful people while I was at Barton,
and it certainly helped me.”
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Captain Bentley H. Massey II, M.D. is
a General Surgery Resident at Keesler
Medical Center in
Mississippi. He
also serves as a
2020/2021
Captain in the
Outstanding
United States
Recent Graduate
Air Force. While
Award
a member of the
baseball team, he
completed a Bachelor
of Science degree in Chemistry and
Mathematics at Barton College in 2012,
and he later earned his M.D. at Virginia
Commonwealth University School of
Medicine in 2018. A member of the
Bell Society and the Barton Society, Dr.
Massey said, “Barton College has always
and continues to treat me like gold. It’s a
great institution that’s made up of great
people. And, I’ve been very blessed to
have met more than one great person
in my life, and I’ve been a part of great
organizations — Barton being at the
forefront. I hope everyone will be so lucky
as to have a similar experience in life, and
I urge everyone to recognize when that
experience is happening. Cherish the
growth that it brings you as an individual.
Commit to holding on to that person or
the group of people so that it will be a
lifelong relationship. That is best done by
letting one another know continuously
how much you appreciate the other. That
is easily done by words of affirmation,
but hopefully that can translate into your
giving them your time, your attention,
and, in some circumstances, your money
in a charitable manner. I am extremely
appreciative of Barton College.”

The late Dr. Michael S. Fukuchi, a
Distinguished Professor of English in the
School of Humanities
until his sudden
passing in January
2020/2021
2020, taught
Honorary Alumni
at Barton for
Award
almost 40 years.
(awarded posthumously)
His courses
included freshman
composition, world
literature, Asian literature, Chaucer,
Middle English literature, Bible as
literature, science fiction/fantasy literature
and film, and advanced grammar and
linguistics, as well as special courses from
Arthurian legends to introduction to
theater. Dr. Fukuchi is remembered for
his inquisitive mind, his persistence to
find answers to difficult questions, and
his passion for teaching and learning.
Through his estate, the Takashi and
Yoshiko Fukuchi Memorial Scholarship
for students in the School of Humanities
was established, and his collection of rare
and fine Japanese sculpture was gifted
to the Barton Art Galleries. Dr. Rebecca
Godwin, receiving the award on behalf of
his family, said, “Michael found his happy
place at Barton College when he arrived in
1981.” She shared that decades of papers
and exams she found in his office, after
his passing, verified that many students
met his high expectations. She recognized
his integrity, his scholarship, his sense of
human community, and his intense desire
that this college succeed as a place of
higher learning. “Michael’s high regard
for the arts and for human potential drove
him to push others to understand where
we’ve been and to strive to improve our
own lives and the lives around us.”

Ann U. Dolman served Barton College
from 1991 until her retirement in 2020.
During her tenure,
she held a variety
2020/2021
of roles in the
Gary W. Hall
Willis N.
Hackney Library, Employee Service
Award
ultimately serving
as the Outreach
and Public Service
Librarian. She was
extremely instrumental in maintaining
Hackney Library as a cutting-edge
educational resource. She was the backbone
for many programming events such as
Hackney Library’s annual Open House,
the Barton College Friends of Hackney
Library, and community educational
sessions. She also served on the Curriculum
Committee, the Library Committee and
the Student Conduct Board. Dolman also
was active with the Wilson County Library
and St. Therese Catholic School Library.
At the ceremony, she shared that she was
32 years old when she finally decided what
she wanted to be when she grew up. And,
that was a result of her starting to work
in Hackney Library on Sundays. She said
those part-time hours inspired her to go
back and earn her master’s degree in library
science and, eventually, returning as a fulltime librarian in Hackney Library. Dolman
concluded her remarks, noting, “It’s been a
real pleasure to serve these students and to
learn from them and to get to know them.
Relationships are so important on this
campus. I have enjoyed this opportunity,
and I really appreciate the role that Barton
College has played in my life.”

Dr. Pamela Ballance Edwards (Class of
1978) is the Assistant Vice President for
Education, Practice
& Research at the
2022
Duke University
Inaugural
School
Health System.
of
Nursing
In addition,
Hall of Fame
she serves as
Inductee
an Associate
Consulting
Professor with the
Duke University School of Nursing. Dr.
Edwards is the Deputy Director of the
Duke Area Health Education Center
(AHEC), an affiliate of the North
Carolina AHEC Centers Program. She
currently serves as Vice Chair of the North
Carolina Board of Nursing. She is a 2007
Health Research Education Trust Fellow
in Cultural Competence and a 2007
Fellow of the Advisory Board Company
after completing the two-year Academy
Fellowship. Dr. Edwards also serves as
a Commissioner for the International
Association of Education & Training.
She shared, “This is such an honor and
privilege. Dr. Tyndall was such a wonderful
man and had such a vision.”

The late Dr. J.P. Tyndall (Class of 1945)
served on the faculty of the College from
1949 to 1990 and
was Chair of the
2022
Department of
Inaugural
School
Science for many
of
Nursing
years. Revered
Hall of Fame
by colleagues
Inductee*
and students
alike, he was
named a Professor
Emeritus of Biology following his
retirement. Dr. Tyndall proved to be a
trailblazer for nursing on the college
campus. He led a feasibility study in
the late 1960s for introducing a nursing
major on campus. Following the Board of
Trustees’ approval in 1970 to add nursing
as the College’s 12th academic major, Dr.
Tyndall immersed himself in the North
Carolina League of Nursing, helping the
College move into the forefront of nursing
education statewide. Dr. Tyndall also was
a former state president for the North
Carolina League of Nursing, and he served
on the executive committee of the Council
of Baccalaureate and Higher Degree
Programs for Nursing for the National
League of Nursing. Dr. Tyndall’s daughter,
Patricia Edwards, attending with her sons
Brian and Ben, accepted the induction
plaque in her father’s memory. “My father
loved Barton College with all of his heart,
and he was extremely proud of the School
of Nursing.”

* Awarded Posthumously
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE
LIVES THAT FOLLOW

Archer Bane ‘14
Executive Director for Institutional Advancement
$18M
INVESTED
IN11
CAMPUS
PROJECTS
4significant
naming right
level commitments
of $1,000,000+
$5.5M+
Ensureraised
thatthrough
your property is distributed according

A BEQUEST WILL...
to your wishes

Allow for flexibility in carrying out your wishes
Provide substantial tax benefits to
your estate
Allow you to make changes as life circumstances
dictate
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Make a difference in the lives that follow

OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL
ADVANCEMENT
For additional information about Planned Giving
opportunities, please contact Tom Maze, Assistant Vice
President for Leadership Giving, at 252-399-6533 or
email: tmaze@barton.edu.

Shop Online!
Stock up on the latest
Barton Gear at
www.barton.edu/shop
Caps, Outdoor Wear,
Shirts, Drinkware, Decals,
Flags, Totes, Backpacks,
Shorts, Pet Supplies,
and more...

TRUIST
STADIUM

and ELECTRIC SUPPLY
COMPANY FIELD

Kickstarted by a generous $1.3 million donation from the Electric Supply Company and K.D. Kennedy, Jr.,
along with a $2.5 million commitment from Truist, the Electric Supply Company Field at Truist Stadium was
completed in the spring of 2019 and is home to the Barton football and men’s and women’s lacrosse teams.
The synthetic turf field is located directly across the street from Wilson Gymnasium. The facility hosts 2,500
seats on the home side, and 1,000 seats on the visitor side, and includes chair-back and bleacher style seating.
The sound system and LED lighting system help to create a state-of-the-art experience for the campus
community and guests.
A stadium tower was completed just prior to the 2021 football season and includes coaching and media
boxes, a president’s box, restrooms, a concession area, and a film booth.
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